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AB  - The authors review their 5 years' experience with endonasal 
endoscopic repair of the 
      anterior skull base fistulas presenting with cerebrospinal 
fluid (CSF) rhinorrhea. A 
      total of 12 patients were managed endoscopically between 2004 
and 2008. Seven 
      patients (58.3%) had nonsurgical posttraumatic CSF rhinorrhea, 
2 patients (16.7%) 
      had CSF rhinorrhea due to surgical/iatrogenic trauma, and 3 
patients (25%) had 
      spontaneous onset of CSF rhinorrhea. Radiosurgical correlation 
for CSF fistula 
      identification was positive in all patients. The most common 
site of leak was the 
      fovea ethmoidalis. The repair method consisted of an 
extradural underlay closure of 
      a defect with fascia lata. The largest diameter of a defect to 
be closed was 15 mm. 
      Immediate results were good in all patients, but later in the 
follow-up, CSF 
      rhinorrhea recurred in 2 patients, and each patient had a 
revision 2 times. In the 
      first revisions, transcranial approach was used, whereas in 
the second revisions 
      endonasal endoscopic route was resorted. The primary closure 
rate was 83.3%, and the 
      overall closure rate was 100%. The average follow-up period 
thus far is 21 months. 
      Endonasal endoscopic technique well known to otolaryngologists 
should be considered 
      as the first choice of surgery in the repair of CSF rhinorrhea 
because of low 
      morbidity and a higher closure rate. The possibility of 
revision with the same 
      technique makes this approach ideal for the repair of 
cranionasal osteodural 
      defects.
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